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HOLLAND  COUNTY 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


COUNCIL 


ON 


THE 


County  Health  Services 

PART  2. 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by 

W.  G.  BOOTH,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

1944. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  I present  the  last  of  the  wartime 
reports.  Linder  great  difficulties  we  have  continued  your  hospital, 
clinic,  and  allied  services,  and  the  work  done  in  1944  can  be  seen 
m the  enclosed  report.  Under  peace-time  conditions  with  the  im- 
plementation of  the  Government’s  white  paper  ahead  of  us,  we  can 
feel  that  the  future  should  hold  promise  of  a comprehensive  health 
service  in  which  your  services  will  play  an  effective  part. 

The  birth-rate  of  the  county  is  up  whilst  the  infant  mortality 
rate  and  the  death-rate  are  both  down.  In  the  sixth  year  of  a world 
war  this  must  be  considered  highly  gratifying. 

I beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


W.  G.  BOOTH. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
- Wellcome  Library 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  AREA. 

' 

(a)  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres) 

Population  (Census  1931)  

Population  (Estimated  mid-1944) 

Rateable  Value  for  the  whole  County  (1st  April, 

1944)  

Produce  of  penny  rate  for  whole  County 
(1943-44)  


267, 
92,330 
92,030 

£358,061. 

£1.407 


(b)  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 
Live  Births 


Males. 

Legitimate  907 

Illegitimate  75 

Total  Births 982 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population: — 20.1. 

Deaths  from  all  causes: — 991. 


Urban  Districts 
Rural  Districts 
Administrative  County 
England  and  Wales  .. 


Females. 

Total. 

804 

U711 

64 

139 

868 

1,850 

Nett 

Death-rate. 
12. 1 
10. o 
10.8 
11. 6 


Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Child-birth  6 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  3.1 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  38.4 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 2 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  4 

Neo-natal  death-rate  (under  4 weeks)  per  1,000  births  ...  20.5 


BIRTH-RATE . — The  birth-rate  for  1944  was  20.1  compared 
with  18.8  for  1943.  The  highest  rate  was  in  Spalding  Urban  District, 
namely  20.9. 

Illegitimate  births  for  the  year  numbered  139  equivalent  to  7.5 
per  cent,  of  the  total  live  births. 

DEATH-RATE. — The  net  death-rate  shows  a decrease  as  com- 
pared with  1943,  the  figures  being  10.8  and  11.6  respectively.  The 
highest  rate  was  in  Spalding  Urban  District  (12.7),  and  the  lowest 
in  the  Boston  Rural  District  (9.5).  The  death-rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  11.6. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE . — The  infant  mortality  rate  for 
1944  was  38.4  as  compared  with  51. 1 for  the  previous  year.  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1944  was  46. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY . — The  number  of  women  dying 
from  conditions  directly  associated  with  child-birth  (including 
sepsis)  was  6.  This  was  a rate  of  3.1  per  1,000  births  as  compared 
with  0.6  for  the  previous  year. 

MAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. — The  following  table  shows  the 
chief  killing  diseases  in  the  County  of  Holland  during  1944  : 


Disease. 

Total  number  of  deaths. 

Heart  Disease  

190 

Cancer  

157 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  

113 

Bronchitis  

56 

Pneumonia  

31 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  

39 

CANCER. — The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  during  1944 
was  157  compared  with  147  in  1943.  This  figure  represents  15.8  per 
cent,  of  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes,  an  increase  on  the  previous 
year,  when  it  was  14.0  per  cent.  The  mortality  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  population  was  1.7. 

The  cancer  scheme  for  the  whole  County  of  Lincolnshire,  which 
came  into  operation  in  September,  1942,  now  covers  all  forms  of 
treatment. 

During  the  year  147  cases  received  in-patient  treatment,  265 
cases  attended  the  clinic  at  the  Boston  General  Hospital,  making 
650  attendances.  86  cases  received  out-patient  treatment  at  Scun- 
thorpe Hospital,  making  149  attendances. 

The  practice  of  using  Civil  Defence  ambulances  and  cars  for 
the  transport  of  patients  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year 
and  has  proved  most  successful. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1944. 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


DIPHTHERIA. — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  17,  includ- 
ing 3 cases  in  the  Borough  of  Boston,  and  there  were  no  deaths. 
The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  children  immunised  in 
the  part  of  the  County  which  is  administered  by  the  County  Council 
for  maternity  and  child  welfare  and  school  medical  service  purposes. 


Children 

Children 

District 

under  5 years. 

aged  5—15- 

Spalding  Urban 

268 

142 

Boston  Rural  

285 

55 

East  Elloe  Rural  

274 

• 89 

Spalding  Rural  

224 

• 

66 

1051 

352 

The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  percentage  of  chil 

immunised  as  on  31/12/ 1944 : 

Under  5. 

Aged  5—15. 

Boston  Borough  

64% 

87% 

Spalding  Urban  

60 

94 

Boston  Rural  

50 

90 

East  Elloe  Rural  

48 

80 

Spalding  Rural  

4i 

73 

In  April,  1944,  a Schick  Test  Survey  was  carried  out  on  school 
children  immunised  with  2 doses  of  T.A.F.  The  investigation 
applied  to  342  children  between  six  months  and  six  years  after  im- 
munisation and  was  conducted  by 

J.  M.  Croll,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Emergency  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Lincoln; 

E.  T.  C.  Spooner,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  Emergency 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge; 

B.  Marmion,  M.B.,  B.S.,  Emergency  Public  Health 

Laboratory,  Cambridge; 

in  conjunction  with  your  own  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
The  full  report  appears  in  the  August,  1945,  Bulletin  of  the  Medical 
Research  Council.  The  conclusions  of  the  report  were;  — 
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(1)  Schick- testing  on  342  school  children  has  indicated  that  an  im- 
munising course  of  two  injections  of  T.A.F.  with  a month’s 
interval  between  them  does  not  give  such  satisfactory  results 
as  do  some  other  methods  of  immunisation. 

(2)  Only  one  published  comparable  investigation  has  been  found, 
in  which  immunisation  courses  consisted  of  two  injections  of 
A.P.T.  or  three  of  T.A.F.  In  this,  the  Schick-negative  rate  2 
to  5 years  later  was  considerably  higher  than  that  of  the  group 
of  children  which  we  investigated. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — 321  cases  were  reported,  145  of  which 
were  in  the  Boston  Borough  district.  There  were  2 deaths. 

ERYSIPELAS. — 20  cases  were  notified. 

TYPHOID  AND  PARATYPHOID  FEVERS.— 2 cases  were 
notified  in  the  Borough  of  Boston.  There  were  no  deaths. 

PNEUMONIA. — 51  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified,  a de- 
crease of  52  on  the  previous  year.  There  were  31  deaths. 

ENCEPHALITIS. — There  were  3 deaths  during  the  year. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. — 12  cases  were  notified,  9 of  these 
being  in  the  area  administered  by  the  County  Council  for  maternity 
and  child  welfare  purposes.  There  were  2 deaths  in  the  Borough  of 
Boston  from  puerperal  sepsis. 

MEASLES. — 90  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. — 18  cases  (including  8 in 
the  Borough  of  Boston)  were  notified.  All  made  satisfactory  re- 
coveries. 

SCABIES. — This  disease  is  not  notifiable  and  the  number  of 
actual  cases  is  not  known.  The  County  Council  provided  in-patient 
accommodation  at  the  Wyberton  West  Hospital,  Boston,  and  at 
Freiston  Hall  Sick  Bay,  the  number  of  cases  so  treated  being  2 and 
19  respectively.  78  cases  attended  the  Minor  Ailments  clinics  for 
treatment.  The  Spalding  Urban  District  Council  has  a cleansing 
station  in  Spalding.  487  persons  were  dealt  with,  the  number  of 
treatments  being  1,421.  Another  cleansing  station  was  established 
in  Boston  for  the  cleansing  of  families  in  the  Borough  and  Boston 
Rural  District. 

VACCINATION . — The  table  on  page  9 shows  that  in  1943 
(the  last  year  for  which  complete  figures  are  available),  10.5  per 
cent,  of  the  children  whose  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
were  vaccinated.  This  is  an  increase  of  0.5  per  cent,  on  the  previous 
year. 


Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  Holland  County  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1944. 
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Urban  Districts* 

Boston 

Spalding 

Rural  Districts 

Boston 

Spalding 

East  Elloe  . . 

Totals  . . ' 

All  the  Sanitary  Authorities  are  included  in  a Joint  Board.  The  ordinary  cases  of  infectious 
disease  are  accommodated  at  Boston.  The  Fleet  Isolation  Hospital  is  reserved  for  smallpox. 
* 14  of  the  above  notified  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  Service  cases. 


VACCINATION— RETURNS  MADE  BY  VACCINATION  OFFICERS. 
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MATERNITY  AND  MIDWIFERY  SERVICES. 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  midwives  during  the  year: 


District 

No.  of  visits 

Total 
number 
of  visits 

Ante-natal 

De- 

livery 

Lying- 

in 

Home 

Clinic 

Boston,  Wyberton  and 

Fishtoft 

878  | 

t 

1 

1325 

335 

4691 

7229 

Tydd  St.  Mary  and 

Sutton  St.  James 

1 

1 

92  j — 

16 

212 

320 

Totals  | 

mm 

1 

970  | 1325 

1 

351 

4903 

7549 

The  arrangements  were  continued  during  1944  by  which  gas 
and  air  analgesia  apparatus  was  kept  at  the  Allan  House  and  Bar- 
gate  First  Aid  Posts.  Boston,  and  was  taken  out  by  a Red  Cross 
member  when  required.  With  the  closing  down  of  the  First  Aid 
Posts  an  alternative  scheme  came  into  force  in  1945,  which  should 
lead  to  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  having  analgesia. 

59  women  had  analgesia  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  practice 
within  the  County  during  1944  was  43,  all  of  whom  were  trained 
women.  This,  of  course,  covers  changes  and  relief  duties.  The 
number  practising  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  41.  Routine,  in  addi- 
tion to  special  inspections,  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  Medical 
aid  was  sought  by  midwives  in  276  cases,  the  classification  being  as 
follows : — 


PREGNANCY. 

Purulent  discharge 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage 
Abortion  or  threatened  abortion 

Swelling  of  legs  

Albuminuria 

Miscarriage  

Varicose  Veins  

Other  conditions  


••  3 

..  4 

6 

1 

..  13 

••  13 

••  5 

6 
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LABOUR. 

Malpresentation  15 

Excessive  bleeding 3 

Retained  or  adherent  placenta 8 

Ruptured  perineum  

Delayed  labour  35 

Other  conditions  10 

LYING-IN. 

Rise  of  temperature  ...  12 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  3 

Other  conditions  4 


CHILD. 


Convulsions  

Dangerous  feebleness 
Inflammation  of  eyes 

Stillbirth  

Malformation 
Other  conditions 


2 

16 

13 

13 

4 


Notifications  of  artificial  feeding  numbered  35,  and  of  deaths 
of  children  2. 


CONSULTATIONS. 

During  1944  maternity  cases  were  referred  to  the  Consultants 
for  the  following  conditions:- — Pelvic  contraction,  2;  Ante-partum 
haemorrhage,  2;  Ilyperpiesis,  2;  Uterine  inertia,  3;  Transverse  lie,  2; 
Eclampsia,  1;  Breech  presentation,  2;  Toxaemia,  2;  Disproportion, 
2;  Fibroids,  1;  Placenta  praevia,  1;  Post-partum  haemorrhage,  1; 
Heart  disease,  1;  Others,  2. 

DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

During  the  year,  27  cases  were  treated  by  the  County  dentists. 
19  cases  in  which  dentures  were  necessary  were  treated  by  private 
dentists  under  the  Council’s  scheme  and  contributions  recovered  in 
accordance  with  the  scale. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  visitation  and  supervision  of  children  maintained  for 
reward  by  foster-parents  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Health 
Visitors.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  there  were  13  such  children  in 
the  charge  of  13  foster-parents. 

Children  boarded  out  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  re- 
ceived frequent  visits  from  the  Health  Visitors. 
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MATERNITY  BEDS. 

243  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Myntling  Home  during  the 
year,  the  average  duration  of  stay  being  16  days.  There  were  10 
stillbirths. 

During  the  second  full  working  year  of  the  Holbeach  Maternity 
Unit,  there  were  243  admissions,  243  deliveries  took  place  result- 
ing in  236  live  births  and  7 stillbirths.  7 caesarian  sections  were 
performed.  The  average  stay  was  14  days. 

To  provide  accommodation  for  mothers  in  the  North  of  the 
County,  a maternity  ward  of  10  beds  was  opened  during  the  year 
at  the  Wyberton  West  Hospital,  Boston.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
39  patients  had  been  admitted  and  there  were  36  deliveries.  It  is 
expected  that  great  use  will  be  made  of  this  unit  as  the  facilities 
become  more  widely  known.  By  arrangement  with  the  Borough 
of  Boston  and  Lindsey  and  Kesteven  County  authorities,  out-county 
cases  are  accepted  if  beds  are  available. 

Apart  from  Holbeach,  difficult  maternity  cases  are  admitted  to 
Boston  and  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  General  Hospitals,  and 
cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  and  ophthalmia  neonatorum  to  the  Isola- 
tion Hospital  at  Boston.  During  the  year,  22  cases  were  dealt  with 
in  Boston  General  Hospital,  1 at  the  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn 
Hospital,  and  6 at  the  Boston  isolation  Hospital. 

In  addition,  1 patient  was  sent  to  the  Grimsby  Municipal 
Maternity  Home,  5 to  the  Quarry  Maternity  Home,  Lincoln,  and  4 
to  the  Wisbech  County  Maternity  Home. 

CASES  ATTENDED  BY  MIDWIVES. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Supervising  Authority  for  the  whole 
County  (including  the  Borough  of  Boston).  The  number  of  cases 


attended  in  the  area 

during  the  year  by  midwives  was  as 

follows : 

Domiciliary 

Cases  in 

Cases. 

Institutions. 

Totals. 

As  midwives 

806 

617 

1423 

As  maternity  nurses  ...  310 

148 

458 

DAY  NURSERY. 

After  further  negotiations  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  a day 
nursery  with  accommodation  for  50  children  was  built  at  the  rear 
of  the  Spalding  Clinic  and  Welfare  Centre.  This  was  not  opened 
until  January,  1945,  and  reference  to  its  activities  will  therefore  be 
included  in  the  report  for  that  year. 
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WELFARE  CENTRES  AND  ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

This  work  has  been  fully  maintained.  9 welfare  centres  are 
provided  and  maintained  by  the  County  Council  and,  in  addition, 
there  is  an  arrangement  for  mothers  and  children  in  the  rural  dis- 
trict around  Boston  to  attend  the  Boston  Borough  Centre. 

The  County  Council  has  7 centres  for  ante-natal  and  post-natal 
work. 

Attendances  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

The  figures  for  the  County  Welfare  Centres  are  as  follows : — 


Crowland 

Donington  j 

Holbeach 

Kirtcn 



Long  Sutton 

Spalding 

Sutton  Bridge 

Swineshead  | 

Wrangle  | 

Number  of  Sessions  . . 

50 

1 51 

51 

51 

51 

98 

50 

I i 

50 

1 

1 51 

\ 

NEW  CASES— 

1 

1 

1 

Mothers I 

104  1 

80  | 

99  | 

73  i 

66 

246 

59 

27 

| 49 

Children  under  1 year 

103 

84 

119 

63 

95 

208 

60 

27 

47 

Children  over  1 year 

46 

22 

12 

13 

7 

41 

11 

10 

I 5 

OLD  CASES— 

1 

1 

j 

Mothers  

1203 

1702 

1915 

1224 

2575 

2456 

1785 

783 

I 1183 

Children  under  1 year 

851 

1146 

1213 

848 

1693 

1559 

1171 

500 

I 872 

Children  over  1 year 

567 

867 

1178 

613 

1720 

1338 

815 

465  I 376 

No.  of  Consultations  . . 

229 

286 

480, 

283 

485 

683 

203 

186 

| 260 

No.  of  ante-natal 

i 

i 

attendances 

78 

— 

843 

33 

— 

584 

359 

— 

1 1 

No.  of  Health  Talks  . . 

5 

1 

- 

1 

BOSTON  WELFARE  CENTRE  (Attendances  of  County  Cases) : 

New  cases  attending  Centre 81 

Attendances  of  children  under  1 year  ...  620 
Attendances  of  children  over  1 year  ...  177 

HEALTH  VISITING. 

A total  of  24,664  visits  were  made  by  the  County  Health 
Visitors  to  children  under  school  age,  namely,  10,221  to  children 
under  1 year  of  age  and  14,443  visits  to  children  between  the  ages 
of  1 and  5 years. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

In  spite  of  difficulties,  357  samples  were  taken  by  the  Sampling 
Officer  during  the  year;  this  is  an  increase  of  15  on  the  previous 
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year.  The  nature  of  the  samples  was  as  follows : — Milk  311,  Ground 
Ginger  1,  Butter  4,  Baking  Mixture  2,  Coffee  1,  Lard  4,  Margarine 
4,  Sausages  1,  Canned  Fish  2,  Fish  Paste  2,  Pudding  Mixture  1, 
Gelatine  Powder  2,  Lemon  Cheese  1,  Vitamin  Tablets  2,  Beer  3, 
Proprietary  Medicine  2,  Drinking  chocolate  1,  Gravy  preparation  1, 
Cascara  tablets  2,  Morphine  Sulphate  tablets  1,  Cocoa  preparation  1, 
Pepper  1,  Curry  Powder  1,  Cream  of  Tartar  1,  Prescription  1,  Soda 
Bicarbonate  1,  Arrowroot  1,  Canned  Vegetables  2. 

The  table  below  shows  the  action  taken  with  regard  to  samples 


reported  as  being  below  standard  or 

Nature  of 


No. 

sample. 

Nature 

of  irregularity 

1. 

Milk. 

8% 

Fa*  Deficiency. 

2. 

Milk. 

4% 

Fat 

Deficiency. 

3. 

Milk. 

l\%c 

, Extraneous  Water. 

4. 

Milk. 

9%. 

Extraneous  Water. 

5. 

Milk. 

7% 

Fat 

Deficiency. 

6. 

Milk. 

6% 

Fat 

Deficiency. 

7. 

Milk. 

3% 

Fat 

Deficiency. 

8. 

Malik. 

2% 

Fat 

Deficiency. 

9. 

Milk. 

8% 

Fat 

Deficiency. 

10. 

Milk. 

3% 

Fat 

Deficiency. 

11. 

Milk. 

6% 

Extraneous  Water. 

12. 

iMilk. 

4% 

Extraneous  Water. 

13. 

Milk. 

18%  Extraneous  Water. 

14. 

Milk. 

13%  Fat  Deficiency. 

15. 

Milk. 

11%  Fat  Deficiency. 

16. 

Milk. 

6%  Fat  Deficiency. 

17. 

Milk. 

28%  Fat  Deficiency. 

18. 

Milk. 

9%  Extraneous  Water. 

19. 

Milk. 

19%  Extraneous  Water 

20. 

Milk. 

15%  Fat  Deficiency. 

21. 

Milk. 

6%  Fat  Deficiency. 

22. 

Milk. 

2%  Extraneous  Water. 

23. 

Milk. 

8%  Fat  Deficiency. 

24. 

Milk. 

26%  Fat  Deficiency. 

25. 

Milk. 

4%  Fat  Deficiency. 

26. 

Milk. 

4%  Extraneous  Water. 

27. 

Milk. 

5%  Fat  Deficiency. 

28. 

Milk. 

25%  Fat  Deficiency. 

29. 

Solution  of 

Potassium 

88%  Deficiency  in 

Permangan- 

Potassium 

ate. 

Permanganate . 

30. 

Milk. 

10%  Fat  Deficiency. 

31. 

Milk. 

5%  Extraneous  Water. 

adulterated. 

Action  Taken. 

Warning  given. 

Warning  given. 

Residual  milk  at  Depot — Request 
'ample — •Advice  given 
Informal  sample — to  be  followed 

up. 

Informal  sample — to  be  followed 
up. 

Warning  given. 

Warning  given. 

Warning  given. 

Warning  given. 

Warning  given. 

Milk  to  be  re-sampled  at  pro- 
ducer’s premises. 

Producer  asked  for  “appeal  to 
cow”  sample — Advice  given  by 
Feeding  Stuffs  Advisory  Officer. 
Further  sample  satisfactory. 
Informal  sample- — Milk  produced 
in  adjoining  County — Authority 
notified  for  follow-up. 

Informal  sample — followed  up 
by  formal  sample. 

Informal  sample — followed  up 
by  formal  sample. 

Warning  given. 

Followed  up  by  sample  from 
producer. 

Prosecuti  o n — case  di  sm  is.se  d . 
Prosecution — Fine  of  £5  imposed. 
Informal  sample — to  be  followed 
up. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Prosecution — Fine-  of  £1  imposed. 
Warning  given. 

Prosecution — Fine  of  £1  imposed. 


No  action— genuine  dispensary 
error. 

Informal  sample — to  be  followed 
up. 

Informal  sample — to  be  followed 

up. 
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ORTHOPAEDIC  SCHEME. 


Thirty  Orthopaedic  Clinics  were  held  at  the  Centres  at  Boston, 
Spalding  and  Holbeach.  During  1944,  362  cases  were  seen  at  the 
Clinics  and  the  number  of  attendances  made  was  672  (School  cases 
166,  attendances  352). 

The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  cases  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  disease : — 


Tuberculosis  (Surgical). 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

Tubercular  glands  of  neck 
Tuberculosis  of  bones  or  joints 

Observation  cases  

Non-tuberculous  conditions. 

Hare-lip  

Postural  deformities  of  spine 
Rachitic  deformities 
Paralytic  deformities 
Congenital  deformities  of  foot 

Torticollis  

Spina  Bifida  

Congenital  dislocation  of  hip 

Bow  legs  

Hallux  Valgus,  hammer  toes,  etc 

Osteomyelitis 

Hernia 

Poliomyelitis 

Scoliosis  

Fractures  

Knock  knees 

Undescended  testes  ...  ' ... 

Cervical  adenitis  

Webbed  fingers  

Naevus  

Pes  Varus  and  Pes  Valgus 

Other  conditions  

Umbilical  hernia  

Flat  feet  


Adults. 

1 

7 

18 


1 

1 

7 

6 

6 

5 

22 


2 

18 


School  Under 
cases,  school  age. 


13 

7 

1 


2 

2 


17 

12 
2 

10 

8 

2 

2 

5 

8 

1 

4 

13 

8 

4 

1 

4 

10 

21 

13 


1 

6 

4 

11 

2 

13 

3 
3 


2 

12 

2 


13 

15 

6 

1 

*1 


97  166  99 

The  orthopaedic  nurses  have  continued  with  the  domiciliary 
work  in  North  and  South  Plolland  respectively.  The  orthopaedic 
block  at  the  Holland  County  Emergency  Hospital,  Boston,  has  been 
continuously  full,  and.  cases  have  also  been  accommodated  in 
Wyberton  West  Hospital,  Boston,  and  in  out-county  institutions. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913-1938. 

Action  taken  during  the  year  has  been  confined  to  work  of 
routine  nature.  9 cases  were  referred  by  the  Local  Education 
Authorities;  2 of  these  were  sent  to  Certified  Institutions.  In  all, 
9 patients  were  admitted  under  “ order  ” to  the  institutions  of  the 
Lines.  Joprt  Board.  142  reception  orders  were  in  force  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  including  20  patients  on  licence.  9 new  cases  were 
placed  under  statutory  supervision. 


The  following  table  shows  the  position 
December,  1944:  — 

in 

the  County 

as  on  31st 

INSTITUTIONS  UNDER  “ ORDER  ” 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  16  years  of  age  

15 

5 

20 

Aged  16  years  and  over  

44 

58 

102 

ON  LICENCE  FROM  INSTITUTIONS 

10 

10 

20 

UNDER  GUARDIANSHIP  

— 

— 

— 

UNDER  STATUTORY  SUPERVISION 

89 

77 

166 

Cases  under  Voluntary  Supervision  ... 

i5 

18 

33 

MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACT. 

There  is  a clinic  for  early  mental  cases  at  the  Lincoln  County 
Hospital  and  cases  can  also  be  seen  at  the  Bracebridge  Mental 
Hospital.  Three  voluntary  patients  and  one  temporary  patient  were 
admitted  to  the  Bracebridge  Heath  Hospital  during  the  year. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

This  work  is  being  carried  out  by  the  Local  Sanitary 
Authorities  within  the  County  to  whom  the  powers  have  been 
delegated  by  the  County  Council. 

CIVIL  NURSING  RESERVE. 

The  Local  Emergency  Committee  for  the  Nursing  Profession 
has  met  regularly  to  deal  with  applications  for  enrolment  and  other 
questions  appertaining  to  the  Reserve.  At  the  end  of  the  year, 
the  register  of  personnel  was  as  follows : — 

Mobile  Immobile  Immobile 

Whole-time.  Whole-time.  Part-time. 


Trained  Nurses  2 8 3 

Assistant  Nurses  5 5 7 

Nursing  Auxiliaries  50  24  124 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

The  Committee  of  the  Boston  and  Holland  Blind  Society  acts 
on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  for  the  administration  of  blind  wel- 
fare throughout  the  County.  The  report  shows  that  3 children  are 
at  Special  Schools,  1 youth  is  training  as  a basket  maker  and  there 
are  12  registered  home  workers.  The  Secretary  and  Home  Teacher 
have  paid  3,856  home  visits,  and  some  98  necessitous  blind  persons, 
with  their  dependants  have  received  regular  grants  of  domiciliary 
assistance  during  the  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  only  1 blind  child  under  11  years 
of  age  is  on  the  register  and,  of  the  others,  nearly  three-quarters  are 
over  fifty.  This  shows  the  improvement  effected  by  the  prevention 
of  blindness  work  of  the  different  health  services. 

On  March  31st,  1945,  the  number  of  registered  blind  persons 
wras  135,  a decrease  of  5 on  last  year’s  figure. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

New  cases  registered  ...'  

10 

8 

18 

Deaths  

2 

— 

2 

Decertified  (Successful 

cataract  operation) 

— 

2 

2 

Transfers  in  

2 

— 

2 

Transfers  out  

3 

4 

7 

TABLE  I. 

TABLE  II. 

Summary  of  present  age  periods.  Age  at  which  blindness  occured. 


Age. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

• Age. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

0 — I 

— 

— 

— 

0 — 1 

11 

9 

20 

I—  5 

— 

— 

— 

1—  5 

3 

4 

7 

5 — 16 

3 

1 

4 

5—10 

1 

1 

2 

16 — 21 

5 

2 

7 

10 — 20 

1 

2 

3 

0 

^r 

H 

N 

9 

9 

18 

20 — 30 

4 

6 

10 

40—50 

3 

5 

8 

30—40 

6 

3 

9 

50—65 

16 

i5 

3i 

40—50 

8 

7 

15 

65—70 

10 

10 

20 

50—60 

11 

12 

23 

70  and 

60 — 70 

11 

9 

20 

over 

20 

27 

47 

70  and 

over 

10 

16 

26 

66 

69 

i35 

66 

69 

135 

19 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES— COUNTY  LABORATORY. 

A considerable  and  increasing  amount  of  work  was  done  in 
the  County  Laboratory  in  connection  with  the  health  services  and 
hospitals  and  on  behalf  of  private  practitioners  and  local  authori- 
ties. Advantage  has  also  been  taken  of  the  pathological  and 
bacteriological  service  instituted  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
Penicillin  has  been  available  for  suitable  cases  so  far  as  the  supply 
allowed.  Since  strict  bacteriological  control  is  essential,  Dr.  J.  G. 
Millar,  of  the  Ministry’s  Emergency  Laboratory,  Lincoln,  attends 
for  one  session  weekly  at  Bogton  and  also  works  in  conjunction 
with  the  County  Laboratory.  The  County  Council  contributes 
towards  the  cost  on  a proportionate  basis. 

The  following  table  shows  the  scope  of  the  work  undertaken 
in  the  County  Laboratory  during  the  year. 


Nature  of  Test. 

Number  of  tests 
performed. 

Smears  and  deposits  for  Tubercle  bacilli 

...  508 

Cultures  for  Tubercle  bacilli  - 

119 

Biological  Tests  for  Tubercle  bacilli 

54 

Throat  Swabs  

...  429 

Cultures,  Various  

...  523 

Cultures  for  Typhoid  Dysentery  Group 

Organisms  

116 

Blood  Cultures 

11 

Cultures  for  Gonococci  

...  436 

Smears  for  Gonococci  

...  588 

Routine  Urines  

45 

Designated  Milks  ...  

88 

Other  Milks  

5 

Blood  Counts  

566 

Urea  estimation  blood  or  urine 

165 

Blood  Sugar  estimations  

...  58 

W aters  

55 

Simple  smears  and  deposits  

79 

Fractional  test  meals  

40 

Cerebro-spinal  Fluid 

45 

Pleural  Fluid  

5 

Urine  classification  of  sugar  

10 

Widal  agglutinations  for  separate  organisms 

•••  273 

Occult  Blood  

2 7 

Van  den  Bergh’s  reaction 

3 

Vaccines  

4 

Worms  and  Ova  

1 

Blood  Grouping  

13 

Other  tests  

4 

Total  4,270 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS,  1936-38. 

At  the  beginning  of  1944,  16  accredited  producers  applied  for 
renewal  of  their  licences  and  these  were  granted.  During  the  year 
2 producers  left  and  2 licences  were  issued  to  new  applicants,  the 
number  of  accredited  producers  remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  being  16. 

VENERAL  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  new  recent  infections  which  attended  for  the 
first  time  for  treatment  at  the  County  Clinics  compares  with  figures 
obtaining  in  1940,  1941,  1942,  and  1943,  as  follows:  — 


Spalding. 

Boston. 

Year  1940 

17 

26 

,,  1941 

15 

28 

,,  I942 

16 

26 

„ 1943 

25 

26 

,,  1944 

17 

36 

The  above  figures  only  apply  to  persons  normally  resident  in 
the  County. 

In  connection  with  Regulation  33B,  15  single  Form  1 notifications 
and  3 double  notifications  in  respect  of  suspected  persons  were 
received  during  the  year.  All  these  cases  were  followed  up 
informally.  Every  effort  has  also  been  made  either  by  letter  or 
visits  to  contact  persons  who  have  defaulted  in  their  treatment. 


Abstract  relating  to  Holland  patients  treated  at  the  Venereal 

Diseases  Treatment  Centres. 


Peter- 

Boston 

Spald- 

borough 

Lynn 

Total 

ing 

and 

Ketton 

A — Number  of  persons  dealt 

1 

with  for  .the  first  time 

and  found  to  be 

suffering  from — 

Syphilis  . . 

19 

4 

— 

— 

23 

Soft  Chancre  . . 

— 

— 

— 





Gonorrhoea 

17 

13 

1 

1 

• 32 

Conditions  other  than 

Venereal 

45 

29 

6 

2 

82 

Total 

81 

46 

7 

3' 

137 

B — Attendances  of  all  patients 

1382 

491 

132 

58 

* 2063 

Cases  requiring  institutional  treatment  have  been  dealt  with  in 
the  Scarthoe  Road  Institution,  Grimsby. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Dr.  Fielding,  Tuberculosis  Officer,  reports  : — 

DISPENSARIES. — Sessions  are  held  at  the  Boston  Dispen- 
sary on  Wednesday  afternoons  and  Friday  mornings,  and  on 
Monday  afternoons  when  necessary;  and  at  Spalding  Clinic  on  the 
ist  and  3rd  Tuesday  afternoons  and  every  Monday  at  the  Hospital. 
In  addition  special  appointments  are  given  when  patients  are  un- 
able to  attend  the  routine  clinics.  The  total  number  of  attendances 
at  the  dispensaries  during  1944  was  770. 

X-RAY  DEPARTMENTS. — The  chief  function  of  the  dis- 
pensary is  diagnosis  and,  in  this  connection,  X-Ray  facilities  are 
available  at  3 centres  in  the  County,  namely  at  the  Holland 
County  Emergency  Hospital,  Boston;  the  Holbeach  Emergency 
Hospital;  and  the  Spalding  Johnson  Flospital.  Transport  is  pro- 
vided when  patients  are  not  able  for  any  reason  to  make  their  own 
arrangements. 

A closer  and  more  continuous  X-Ray  supervision  of  family 
contacts  is  essential.  Routine  attendance  at  an  X-Ray  department 
will  reveal  very  early  infection  which  will  respond  to  domiciliary 
or  sanatorium  treatment.  A satisfactory  feature  in  this  County  is 
that  contacts  are  presenting  themselves  willingly  for  serial  X-Ray 
examinations  but  the  difficulty  is  to  get  them  to  attend  over  a period 
of  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  X-Ray  work  in 


connection  with  tuberculosis. 

Pul.  Tuberculosis, 
including  suspects. 

Contacts. 

Total. 

Boston  . . . 

1302 

97 

1399 

Spalding 

210 

85 

295 

Holbeach 

149 

32 

181 
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SANATORIUM  TREATMENT. — The  next  step  after  diagnosis 
has  been  established  is  treatment  and,  in  many  cases,  this  can  only 
be  done  satisfactorily  in  a sanatorium.  Unfortunately  the  position 
here  has  not  improved.  With  the  exception  of  a few  emergency 
beds  at  the,  Wyberton  West  Hospital,  and  at  the  Myntling  Home, 
Spalding,  it  has  been  necessary  to  rely  on  accommodation  in  out- 
count}/  sanatoria  and,  owing  to  the  national  shortage  of  beds  and 
lack  of  staff,  the  number  of  beds  so  available  has  in  no  way  been 
equal  to  the  demand.  The  result  has  been  a long  waiting  list  and 
patients  have  had  to  remain  at  home,  often  under  most  unfavour- 
able conditions. 

Including  patients  who  were  in  hospital  or  sanatorium  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  13  pulmonary  cases  (including  observation 
cases)  were  treated  in  the  Holland  County  Emergency  Hospital, 
and  25  in  Wyberton  WTest  Hospital.  43  patients  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  treated  at  out-county  sanatoria, 
namely,  1 at  Ransom  Sanatorium,  8 at  Kelling,  8 at  Nayland,  7 
at  Creaton,  1 at  Branston  Hall,  10  at  Papworth  Colony,  6 at 
Brompton,  and  2 at  Preston  Hall, 

26  non-pulmonary  cases  were  treated  in  the  Holland  County 
Emergency  Hospital,  14  at  Freiston  Hall  Sick  Bay,  3 at  Harlow 
Wood  Hospital,  and  6 at  Wyberton  West  Hospital. 

OPEN  AIR  SHELTERS. — As  a valuable  adjunct  to  treatment, 
particularly  in  view  of  the  lack  of  institutional  beds,  the  open  air 
chalets  owned  by  the  Council  have  been  in  continuous  use.  There 
are  30.  of  these  shelters  and  they  supply  a means  of  isolating  a 
patient  at  home  when  bedroom  accommodation  is  limited.  The 
shelters  have  also  been  erected  in  the  grounds  of  the  hospitals  when 
required.  Some  of  these  shelters  have  now  been  in  constant  use 
for  25  years  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider  their  gradual  re- 
placement by  new  ones  at  an  early  date. 

LIGHT  DEPARTMENT . — Well  equipped  departments  are  in 
being  at  the  Holland  County  Emergency  Hospital  and  at  the  Bar- 
gate  Clinic,  Boston,  for  light  treatment  of  non-pulmonary7  tuber- 
culosis. Conditions  treated  are  lupus  and  cervical  lymphadenitis, 
and  debilited  children  are  also  treated  by  light  therapy.  Before 
treatment  is  begun,  each  case  is  examined  by  a medical  officer  who 
decides  whether  or  not  the  case  is  suitable  and  the  type  of  treat- 
ment required.  Thereafter  the  cases  are  seen  at  regular  intervals 
by  the  medical  officer. 
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FINANCIAL  ALLOW AN CES . — This  Government  scheme  was 
introduced  as  a war-time  measure  in  1943  with  the  idea  of  bring- 
ing patients  back  to  productive  work.  Whilst  the  scheme  serves  a 
very  useful  purpose,  its  limitations  are  apparent  in  that  it  applies 
only  to  patients  with  lung  tuberculosis  and  then  to  but  a small 
number  of  these  cases.  The  economic  side  which  is  so  important 
in  any  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  will 
not  be  met  until  the  arrangements  apply  to  all  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  and  in  addition  to  surgical  tuberculosis.  In  this  County 
1 7 cases  were  receiving  allowances  on  1st  January,  1944;  13  new 
applications  were  received  during  the  year  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  number  of  cases  on  allowances  was  15.  The  expenditure, 
which  will  be  refunded  in  full  by  Government  grant,  appears  to 
have  become  stabilised  here  at  about  £1,000  per  annum,  which 
includes  maintenance  allowances,  discretionary  allowances,  and 
travelling  expenses  of  relatives  to  visit  patients.  The  scheme  is 
administered  through  the  Health  Department  in  which  two  clerks 
act  as  assessment  officers,  and  the  allowances  are  sent  out  fortnightly 
by  post  from  the  Accountant's  department. 


GENERAL. — The  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
notified  (69)  including  14  Service  cases,  showed  a considerable  in- 
crease on  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  deaths  attributable 
to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  24.  The  rate  of  0.27  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  although  slightly  above  the  rate  for  1943,  is  low. 
Other  tuberculous  diseases  accounted  for  15  deaths,  an  increase  of 
9 on  the  previous  year. 

\ 9 

The  total  number  of  deaths  due  to  all  forms  of  tuberculosis 
was  39,  compared  with  29  in  1943.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  (for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis)  for  the  years  1943  and 
1944  was  0.33  and  0.45  respectively. 

For  the  sake  of  comparison,  the  following  figures  are  given  for 
the  years  1938  and  1939. 

1938  1939 


No. 

Rate  per 
1000  pop. 

No. 

Rate  per 
1000  pop. 

Deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis 

36 

0.38 

45 

0.47 

Deaths  from  all  forms 
of  tuberculosis  . . . 

44 

0.46 

56 

0.58 
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With  the  concurrence  of  the  Registrar-General,  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  the  District  Registrars  to  notify  the  County 
Health  Department  immediately  a death  from  tuberculosis  is 
registered.  This  procedure  is  most  helpful  from  many  aspects  and 
particularly  in  the  avoidance  of  delay  in  arranging  with  Sanitary 
Authorities  for  disinfection  to  be  carried  out. 


TUBERCULOSIS  VISITING. — There  was  during  1944  one 
whole-time  tuberculosis  health  visitor,  whose  duties  comprised  the 
visiting  of  tuberculosis  patients  and  also  acting  as  dispensary  nurse. 
The  number  of  visits  paid  by  this  health  visitor  was  1,861. 


In  a scattered  rural  area  such  as  this  with  approximately  300 
cases  on  the  register  it  will  be  necessary,  when  circumstances 
permit,  to  consider  whether  additional  assistance  shall  be  provided. 
The  mileage  to  be  covered  is  a large  factor  and  it  would  seem  that 
200  cases  here  is  the  maximum  for  one  tuberculosis  visitor.  The 
present  visitor  has  done  and  continues  to  do  excellent  work  in 
carrying  on  the  service  under  very  difficult  conditions. 


CARE  COMMITTEE . — In  the  fight  against  tuberculosis,  the 
Care  Committee  is  an  important  agency  to  help  the  patient  and 
family  in  the  battle  against  the  disease  and  its  economic  conse- 
quences. These  agencies  can  help  in  such  matters  as  paying  for 
extra  nourishment,  clothing,  rent,  obtaining  better  accommodation, 
etc.,  and,  in  addition,  the  personal  interest  shown  by  members  of 
such  Committee  is  a great  help.  Here  the  Holland  Care  Committee 
has  completed  10  years  of  useful  work  and  has  continued  its 
activities  in  spite  of  war-time  difficulties.  The  number  of  cases 
dealt  with  during  the  year  was  117.  In  addition  to  groceries,  food 
grants,  money  grants,  housing  recommendations,  and  other  help 
of  a general  nature,  milk  allowances  were  made  to  88  families 
amounting  in  all  to  3,500  gallons.  The  annual  expenditure  is  now 
approximate!}/  £650  a year  and,  during  the  period  under  review,  the 
Council's  grant  was  £200.  The  remainder  had  to  be  obtained  by 
voluntary  endeavour  and,  in  this  connection,  the  record  sum  of 
£465  17s.  3d.  was  available  as  a result  of  the  Christmas  Seal  Sale, 
which  was  again  organised  by  Mrs.  A.  Clift. 


The  following  table  shows  since  1940  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  each  year  in 
administrative  County  together  with  the  case-rate  per  1, 000  of  the  population. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1930. 

Pan  L— Summary  of  Notifications  during  the  period  1st  Jan.,  1944,  to  the  31st  Dec 
1944  in  the  area  of  the  County  of  Lincolnshire  (Holland). 
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HOLLAND  COUNTY  EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL,  BOSTON. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  cases  admitted  during  the  year : 
In-patients. 


E.M.S.  and  Service  patients 296 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 14 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  23 

County  Orthopaedic  cases  (M.  & C.W.  Scheme)  ...  21 

,,  ,,  ,,  (School  Medical  Service)  ...  60 

Boston  ,,  ,,  (M.  & C.W.  Scheme)  ...  7 

,,  ,,  ,,  (School  Medical  Service)  ...  5 

General  orthopaedic  cases  84 

General  hospital  cases  44 


554 


Out-patients. 

Massage  Department  3,43:2  attendances 

X-Ray  ,,  ...  1,565 

Plaster  ,,  103  ,, 

Examinations  (various)  996  ,, 


WYBERTON  WEST  HOSPITAL,  BOSTON. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  patients  admitted  dur- 
ing the  year,  but  this  was  due  to  the  opening  of  the  maternity 
block.  275  patients  were  admitted  to  the  general  wards  as  follows: 

E.M.S.  and  Service  patients  87 

Cases  for  cleansing  12 

General  Orthopaedic  cases  12 

General  Hospital  cases  164 

The  conditions  treated  were: — Scabies  12;  Impetigo  and  other 
skin  conditions  24;  Pneumonia  23;  Bronchitis  21;  Fractures  33; 
Tuberculosis  26;  Influenza  21;  Malnutrition  11;  Children  under  care 
11 ; Other  general  medical  cases  93. 

Of  the  general  orthopaedic  and  general  hospital  cases,  45  were 
public  assistance  patients. 

The  setting  up  of  a public  cleansing  centre  in  Boston  has  led  to 
a smaller  number  of  patients  for  in-patient  treatment  for  uncleanli- 
ness conditions. 
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SICK  BAY,  FREISTON  HALL,  NR.  BOSTON. 

Admissions  were  as  follows : — 

Orthopaedic  conditions  9 

Diabetes  2 

Skin  Diseases  19 

Cervical  glands  3 

Chorea  3 

Children  (per  Public  Assistance  Dept.)  ...  7 

Convalescent  children  6 

Ear  trouble  2 

Bronchitis  3 

Minor  ailments  and  observation  cases 8 


16  children  were  in  the  Sick  Bay  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


HOLBEACH  EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL. 

In  addition  to  its  use  under  the  Emergency  Medical  Service 
scheme,  still  more  use  has  been  made  of  the  hospital  facilities  by 
people  from  the  surrounding  district,  and,  during  1944,  a total  of 
879  patients  were  admitted  to  the  general  wards,  an  increase  of  210 
over  1943,  and  362  over  1942. 

231  medical  conditions  were  treated  and  651  surgical  condi- 
tions. The  surgical  conditions  included  221  ear,  nose  and  throat 
cases,  79  gynaecological  cases,  and  144  injuries.  444  operations 
were  performed  upon  in-patients.  1,802  out-patient  attendances 
were  made  and  1,681  X-Rays  were  taken.  Mrs.  W.  F.  Howard, 
masseuse,  acting  in  a voluntary  capacity  dealt  with  910  atten- 
dances. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  increasing  shortage  of  nurses  with  an 
ever  increasing  number  of  patients  requiring  treatment. 

Mr.  R.  S.  de  Bruyn,  F.R.C.S.,  attends  once  weekly  and,  when 
required,  for  emergencies. 

Reference  to  the  maternity  section  of  the  hospital  appears  in 
another  part  of  this  report. 
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CONSULTANT  SERVICE. 

Arrangements  were  continued  during  the  year  for  Dr.  }.  W. 
Brown,  Consultant  Physician,  Grimsby  and  District  Hospital,  to 
attend  once  a fortnight  at  the  Wyberton  West  Hospital  and  at  the 
Holbeach  and  District  Hospital  once  every  two  months  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  an  out-patient  clinic. 

Arrangements  were  also  made  for  Mr.  R.  S.  de  Bruyn, 
F.R.C.S.,  of  Stamford,  to  make  a weekly  visit  to  the  Holbeach 
Emergency  Hospital  for  tonsillectomies  and  other  surgery.  He  also 
attends  on  calls  for  emergencies. 


HOSPITAL  CONTRIBUTORY  SCHEMES. 

The  difficulties  which  had  arisen  with  regard  to  the  assessment 
of  contributory  scheme  patients  when  admitted  to  the  Council's 
hospitals  resulted  in  prolonged  negotiations  and,  except  for  two 
small  districts,  agreement  was  finally  reached  on  the  following 
basis — 

(1)  For  in-patient  treatment,  payment  at  the  rate  of  3/-  a day  per 
case  for  a period  up  to  12  weeks  in  the  calendar  year  be  made 
to  the  County  Council  by  the  Contributory7  Scheme  Authority 
to  which  the  patient  belongs. 

(2)  the  presentation  of  a hospital  voucher  by  the  patient  shall  be 
considered  to  be  the  Council’s  authority  to  treat  the  case  and 
to  recover  at  the  rate  of  3/'  a day  up  to  the  prescribed  period. 

(3)  a payment  of  1/-  per  attendance  shall  be  made  by  Contri- 
butory Scheme  authorities  for  any  member  (in  benefit)  who 
receives  out-patient  treatment  at  a Council  hospital. 

When  the  12  weeks’  treatment  has  expired  the  patient  is 
assessed  on  the  Council’s  scale  for  any  additional  period. 

VOLUNTEER  CAR  POOL. 

In  addition  to  the  use  of  the  Council’s  ambulance  service, 
emergency  transport  to  and  from  hospitals  and  clinics  has  been  pro- 
vided for  “ urgent  medical  purposes  ” through  the  volunteer  car 
pools  operated  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Services.  Mrs.  Morris, 
with  headquarters  at  Fydell  House,  Boston,  has  administered  the 
service  for  North  Holland,  and  Mrs.  Myers,  of  Spalding,  for  the 
South  Holland  area. 


